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1. Morbid Impulse to Travel. E. Schultz. 

2. Feeble Minded Children in Bavaria. W. Weygandt. 

3. Hallucinatory Delusions of Persecution in Prisoners. E. Rudin. 

4. Memory in Epileptic Delirium. T. Zahn. 

1. On Morbid Impulse to Travel. —The author relates the histories 
of seven cases, all males, in each of which the patient, without any warn¬ 
ing and with no previous preparation, would suddenly disappear, and after 
journeying from place to place for a greater or less period of time, would 
return to his home, acting as one awakened from a dream, and showing 
little or no recollection of where he had been, or what had transpired 
during the time of his wanderings. As in one of these cases, the matter 
may be complicated by the taking with him by the individual of funds 
entrusted to his care, raising the important question of criminal respon¬ 
sibility. The author discusses the etiology of this manifestation, and 
concludes that while it is probably most frequent in epileptics, this is not 
universally the case, and some caution must be exercised in its inter¬ 
pretation, in the absence of other and definite epileptic symptoms. Cases 
in which there is a question of criminality are to be decided after care¬ 
ful consideration of the life history of the patient, and of all the con¬ 
comitant symptoms. 

2. The Care of Feeble-Minded Children in Bavaria gives a sketch 
of the various Bavarian institutions for the care of idiots and imbeciles. 
The author thinks the following improvements specially desirable: (1) 
Existing institutions should all have a resident physician. 

(2.) Some new idiot asylums under medical direction and in connec¬ 
tion with the district asylum system are needed. 

(3.). In connection with the school system, special schools for back¬ 
ward and feeble-minded children, under the medical care of a physician 
with psychiatric training, are strongly to be recommended. 

3. A Form of Acute Hallucinatory Delusions of Persecution in Pris¬ 
oners. —Rudin describes the cases of three convicts who suddenly' de¬ 
veloped hallucinations of hearing and of sight (in one case of touch also) 
with delusions of persecution, which were never entirely corrected, but 
made no progress and did not lead to dementia. He thinks that the 
symptoms presented are sufficiently definite to Constitute a definite clinical 
entity. 

4. A Remarkable Exhibition of Memory in Epileptic Delirium. —Zahn 
narrates the case of a male epileptic of 33 years of age and hardly belong¬ 
ing to the class of the insane, who presented the following peculiar mani¬ 
festations during the delirium following, and between his convulsive at¬ 
tacks. He would begin a Latin prayer (Pater Noster), sing a hymn, 
make another prayer, this time in German, then deliver a funeral address 
lasting often five minutes or longer, and ending up by gestures of bless¬ 
ing and sprinkling with holy water accompanied by the usual Latin words, 
and lastly a closing hymn. 

The sermon might vary in content as if delivered at the funeral of 
an adult, a youth or a young child, but the general trend of the cere- 
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mony was always the same. The author wishing to establish if pos¬ 
sible the mechanism of this manifestation, was long puzzled, until one 
hay the patient was heard in his delirium to say some things afterwards 
found to reproduce some actual occurrences at the clinic. The author 
then conceived the idea of hypnotizing the patient, and under -suggestion 
succeeded in getting him to repeat part of one of his sermons. He is 
hence inclined to consider the case as one of peculiar revival of long past 
impressions during the epileptic delirium. The patient had in his boy¬ 
hood served as an accolyte, and at that time had been familiar with the 
ritual of the R. C. Church and doubtless with the funeral service, though 
he had forgotten this, and could not recall it during his normal moments. 

Allen' (Trenton.) 
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1. The Relation of Tabes to General Paralysis. F. Curioni. 

2. Symmetrical and Subcutaneous Segmental Adiposis in an Alcoholic 

with Alcoholic Heredity. G. Deny A. Le Play. 

3. New Remarks on Akasthesia. Haskovec. 

1. Relation of Tabes to General Paresis. —The question of the rela¬ 
tion of tabes and progressive paralysis arose at the time when Duchenne 
of Boulogne devised the term progressive locomotor ataxia (1858-59). 
The discussion has continued to the present day and when Raymond 
communicated to the society his views on the unity of the two diseases 
in 1892 neurologists became divided into two groups, those that held 
that the two diseases were phases of the same condition with the com¬ 
mon etiology of syphilis, and those that believed that the two were en¬ 
tirely different. Toward the solution of this question the author gives an 
account of a case with autopsy in which the symptoms of the two con¬ 
ditions, together with definite histological changes common to both, were 
found. Woman, aged 58. Three years ago she began to see double 
and to show the presence of the Romburg sign. The intelligence began 
to show evidences of a progressive decline. The mental condition and 
the absence of all the deep reflexes and the ocular symptoms made the 
diagnosis of Tabes and Progressive Paralysis certain. The post-mortem 
showed the meninges injected and adherent to the cortex, especially in 
the. frontal lobes. The microscopical examination showed a diminution 
of the cells in the cortex of the frontal lobes. The infiltration of the 
pia mater is especially marked. The same infiltration is observed in the 
cord, together with the typical areas of degeneration in the white matter 
of the cord. The author, in discussing the interpretation of these findings, 
calls particular attention to the presence of plasma cells. These have 
been regarded as the evidence of chronic syphilitic process. Attention 
is also called to the recent theory, advanced by Marie and Guillain, that 
the initial lesion of tabes is nothing else than a syphilitic process of the 
posterior lymphatic system of the cord. 

2. Segmental Adiposis. —A report of a case of dementia in a woman 
who presented on the trunk a segmentary and symmetrical deposit of 
fat, a part of the trunk was also effected. This is a case in all prob¬ 
ability of Dercum’s disease, Adiposis Dolorosa. The paper is illustrated 
by two photographs. 

.3. Akasthesia. —The symptom which the author has called by this 
name consists in the development of peculiar involuntary movements 
whenever the patients attempt to seat themselves. This peculiar syn¬ 
drome was first observed in two cases of neurasthenia and hysteria. There 
was no disturbance of conscience during the attack. 



